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hands with little success, had to hire women and even
then were short-handed, to say nothing of being troubled
with incompetent men who for their negligence and
false work had to be * laid in the stocks ', and even
' expulsed oute of their worke '.1
The question of mineral rights as regards coal is
complicated by the variety of local customs. In some
cases, as at Bolsover,2 the manorial tenants had the
right to dig sea coal in the waste and forest land for
their own use ; but it was probably usual to charge a fee
for licence to dig, and this was clearly the practice at
Wakefield.3 So far as copyhold lands were concerned,
the lord of the manor, or his farmer, appears as a rule
to have had the power to dig without paying the tenant
compensation. This was certainly being done at Hough-
ton, in Yorkshire, and in the adjacent manor of Kipax,
in 1578, and the undoubted injury to the copyholders
was held to be counterbalanced by the advantage to the
neighbourhood of a cheap supply of coal.4 The uncer-
tainty of the law and the conflicting claims of ground
landlords, tenants, and prospectors led to a plentiful crop
of legal actions. For the most part these were actions
for trespass in digging coal without leave, occasionally
complicated by counter appeals.5 In the first half of the
sixteenth century, for instance, Nicholas Strelley, being
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